_ Of Nathaniel Whetham ard others with him Concerned. 


 Humbly offered to the Conſideration ofthe PARLIAMENT, for increaſing Their Majeſties 
Revenue, with a great Eaſe and Benefit to the SubjeA. 


The Authers of the Propoſals following, has had them by 'em theſe Two Tears paſt, as is well known to ſome Eminent Perſons who are 


; ready to atteſt it ; Tet ſome perſon or perſons have ſurreptitiouſly got the Paper and Propoſals, and cauſed them to be Printed and Tendered 


v 


- the ſooner remedied. Sy 


to ſeveral of the worthy Members of Parliament as their own, though not finiſhd ; and who are not able to give Reaſons, which the Original 
Propoſers and Authors are further ready to do, and to Anſwer all Objettions when this Honourable Houſe ſhall think fit to appoint any to Ex- 


amine ; it being matter, not only to the Advancement of Their Majeſties Revenue ;. but alſo, of great Conſequence and Security to the Subjeft 
in General. 


HAT Whereas, by an InjunCtion, Anno 35. H. 8. It was for divers weighty Reaſons, Ordered and Appointed, that the Church-Wardens of 
every Pariſh throughout England, Wales, and Irelezd, ſhould keep a Book for the Entering the Exact and True Time of all Chriſtnings, 
Marriages, and Burials, that ſhould yearly happen in the Reſpective Pariſhes of every County, and be there kept in every Church, from 
Age to Age, for the Reſolving ſuch Doubts, and Redreſling ſuch Inconveniencies as do often ariſe upon the uncertainty of Time, when ſuch 

Chriſtnings, Martiages, &-c. were Solemnized : That Notwithſtanding the good deſign and intent of the ſaid Injunction, ſundry Inconveniencies have 
happened, and do daily ariſe through tie Notorious Neglect of the due Obſervance of an Order of fuch vaſt Conſequence, VUIL. 

I. The Imbezeling the Regiſters or Books of Records by Church Wardens and Pariſh-Clerks, whoſe Livelyhood (in ſome places ) depends only of the 
Income of a ſmall Tipling-houſe, or Ale-houſe, expoſeth them to ſuch Miſchiefs, as ſeveral Families have Cauſe to lament. 

11. The loſs of them by Fire, or the Death of the Perſon to whoſe Cuſtody they were Committed. 

JII. The great Expence and Difficulty in ſearching after the exact time of the Clebration of ſuch Marriages, Chriſtnings, &c. - + 

Laſtly, the great Detriment and Lofs that does frequently accrue ( from the Uncerrainties of ſuch Regiſters ſo unduly kept ) in matters of Law, and 
otherwiſe, whereby the end of fo uſeful an Injunction is wholly perverted. 

It is therefore humbly offerei, That for reforming and redreſling ſuch abuſes anc inconveniencies as aforeſaid, an Act of Parliament be made for a gene. 
ral Regiſter's Office to be conſtituted and appointed in or about London, and one particalar ſubordinate Office in every reſpeftive County throughour 
Evxoland and Wales for the due Entring and Regiſtring on Record the certain days and times of all Births, Chriſtnings, Marriages, and Burials, as ſhal! 
Yearly happen in every reſpeCtive Pariſh, and that rhe ſeveral Church Wardens ani Pariſh Clerks be obliged to make a true Return of all ſuch Births, 
Chriſtnings, &c. as ſhall happenevery half Year to the ſaid Regiſter of the County, and he to transfer ir in a Book fairly Writ every half year to the 
General Regiſters Office, whertto all Perſons may have recourſe in Caſes doubthiul, or otherwiſe, Oc. 


The CONVENIENCIES that naturally ariſe to the Stbje& from this Office, are very great and conſiderable, ( wiz. ) 
* I. The many Abuſes of tiwuſe that haverwo Wives, or more, or thoſe who livetogzther and are not lawfully Married, will be the eaſier diſcovered and 
rene eee nee —_— 


HI. The trite commiting of Adminiſtrations to the next of Kin,will be more perfetly underſtood and juſtly diſpoſed of. | 
- NI. The Nonage of all Infants will be known that Sell their Lands and Enter into Bonds and Aſſurances of Debt, &c. during their Minority. 
IV. All Frands and Perjuries, which are too frequent, (and many whereof zre at this day in queſtion, notwithſtanding the late ACt made to prevent 


- them ) will be hereby avoided. | 


V. The Places certain will be known where the Poor were Born, and what Pariſh ought to relieve them. 


* VI. A manifeſt proof will be hereby made of the Natural Born Subjeds of this Realm of England and Wales, and of Aliens and Strangers, whereby 


. that common Fraud at this day, and formerly praCtiſed, will be prevented, when they endeavoured to ſhift off the payment of Duties upon .lmported 


Cb;.1. 
Anſw. 
Obj.2. 
Anſw. 


Goods as Denizons, as alſo the double Subſidy when Supplies were (or nay be ) in that manner granted, as likewiſe for laying'claim to other Rights 
and Inheritances contrary to the meaning of the Law. 

VII. A more undoubted Proof may be made of the Age of a Party tha bringeth a Writ of Error to reverſe a Fine or Recognizance, or Vouchee of 
a Recovery, which is uſually gone by Inſpetion, (wiz. ) By the Judgesſeeing rhe Party, and giving his determinate Judgment of his Age, a PraQtice 
altogether uncertain as well as deceitful : Becauſe, although rhe Godfathes, or Parents, do atteſt the Age of the Party at the time of the Fine, or Re- 
cognizance acknowledged as aforeſaid, yer ſuch their Allegations ſhall be of no Credit, but it ſhall be left to the ſadgment of the Judge,which may prove 
as fallible as the Parties Age is doubtful: Whereas an exaCt Regiſter woull be of greater Anthoruty, than ſuch a queſtionable inſpection of a Judge. 


The INCREASE of his Majefte: Revenue from this Office will be graater. 


I. If it be Ena&ted that at the time of Regiſiring of the Birth or Chriſteog of every Child, the Parent, or Parents, be obliged to pay at the time of 
ſuch Birth or Chriſtning, or within One Month after the faid Birth, Sixpence, by every ſuch Parent that ſhall be worth in Lands, or Goods, Ten pounds, 
and if worth Twenty pounds, to pay Ohe ſhilling, andif worth Forty pounls, to pay Two ſhillings, and if worth One Hundred pounds, to pay Two 
ſhillings and Sixpence ; and for every One Hundred pounds that ſhall be more, Threepence (or Sixpence) in the Hundred only, as ſhall be judged 
molt Reaſonable. 


IT.. That every Man at the time of his Marriage ſhall pay One Penny gr Pound (or Two pence) that he ſhall have and receive of his Wives Dowry 
or Portion both of her Real and Perſonal Eſtate. 

III. That every Executor or Adminiſtrator of any perſon that dies, -ſhal! after Funeral Charges and Debts fatisfied, pay One penny (or Two pence? 
in the Pound, our of every Pound of the yearly value of the real, and þ proportionably of che Perſonal Eſtate of the Deceas'd at the time of his Burial, 
Viz. if his Real amount to Five pounds per Annum, and his Perſonal to En pounds asaforeſaid, otherwiſe nothing to Their Majeſties. 


Which payments made as above, will (by a modeſt computatia) amount towards the Augmentation of Their Majeſties Revenne to $80 or 
Iooo0o l. per Annum, or thereabouts. | 


But it may be objeCted, that this Regiſter will prove of very ill conſequence to the Subject, in that it diſcovers and lays open the yalue ofevery perſons 
Eſtate, and thereby expoſes the Reputation of Men of Trade and Dealins, &c. FP 


It will make no new Diſcovery now, becauſe a!l Eſtates both Real ani Peſonal are or oughtto have been diſcovered by former Acts of Parliament, and 
the late Atts of Poll Money, and the Land Tax ; puts it out of diſpute. ; | 

That this Office of Regiltry will prejudice the preſent Regiſters of theſaid Chriſtnings, Marriages, &c. and all others depending on the faid Regiſtry, 
and who deriye their profits from it, and ſeems to intrench on the Jnritliction_of the Prerogative Courts, and thoſe of the Biſhops. 

That it will inno wiſe intrench on the Juſt Jurifdiftions of the faid Gurts, nor injure the Biſhops common Regiſter, nor any perſon therein concern- 
ed; becauſe the time of the Birth, Marriage, and Death, and whois Eir, is only tryable by Common Law, and not by the Certificate of the Ordinary: 
Beſides, the Ordinaries, Pariſh Clerks, &c. ſhall be allowed their uſual ind accuſtomed Fees, notwithſtanding this Regiſter. | 
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